
                                                                            

                                                                                                                                          

           

Report on “EBSB Day” cum “Webinar Talk” for the month of October’2020 

 

Date: 18th Oct, 2020 

Event: E-symposium on “Gandhian philosophy and ideology” 

For the month of October,we organized an e-symposium on “Gandhian philosophy and ideology” to 
mark the birth month of the “Father of our nation”, Mahatma Gandhi. It is very well known that Gandhiji 
tried to bring changes in many aspects of life through his thoughts, actions and all good deeds. Right 
from peace, non-violence, cleanliness, becoming self-sufficient and self-reliant, he tried to dissipate 
many moral values. His philosophies and principles will always remain at the core of our hearts and with 
this very message we thought of organizing this e-symposium in order to discuss these aspects and 
whether if there is an essence of Gandhiji’s philosophy and ideals in today’s world and how we, as 
students will be successful in taking forward these very important values, how much exactly the reach in 
today’s world and where exactly are we lacking these values. We invited four respected speakers for the 
e-symposium and all of them spoke on various aspects of Gandhiji which are described as below. The 
speakers were:  
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Dr. Shobhana Radhakrishna 

                       

 

 

Dr. Shobhana  Radhakrishna in her speech discussed about the Gandhian way of life and also shared 
her experience of spreading ideas of Gandhi in various countries around the world. She told that 
currently the world is facing three major crises - (i) CoVID19 crisis (ii) financial crisis and (iii) ecological 
crisis. All of these are the results of greed of human for money, power and position which has become 

Dr.Shobhana Radhakrishna is a globally renowned 
Gandhian recognized for his invaluable contribution to 
literature, social service and spreading the vision of 
Mahatma Gandhi. She is on a mission to reintroduce 
Mahatma Gandhi to the people of India and abroad. She 
has imbibed Gandhiji’s values as she was born and brought 
up in his Sevagram ashram, Wardha in Maharashtra. 
Shobhana’s focal point is the Gandhian way of life and 
serving humanity. She is the Chief Functionary of the 
‘SCOPE Gandhian Forum for Ethical Corporate 
Governance’ for promoting ethical business practices and 
organizational integrity in Public Sector Enterprises and 
have given 278 talks in 39 major PSEs in India. Her Gandhi 
Katha and lectures on Mahatma Gandhi’s vision and its 
relevance attempt to provide some principles, ideas and 
alternatives that can help us in our quest for more significant 
substance and help address pressing social, communal and 
ecological challenges of our times. The Ministry of Rural 
Development, Government of India recognized her as 
‘Eminent Citizen’ from 2010-2012. 



the part of modern lifestyle. These problems can be solved, if everyone follows Gandhiji’s principles and 
accept Gandhian lifestyle of simple living. This will reduce consumerization, carbon footprint, the 
difference between rich and poor and miseries from the lives of the people by filling their lives with 
positivity and satisfaction. She also shared information about Gandhipedia which is a social media 
platform of Ministry of Culture, Government of India jointly implemented by IIT-Kharagpur and IIT-
Gandhinagar. This platform can serve as a digital encyclopedia of Mahatma Gandhi with several books, 
literatures and information about Mahatma Gandhi. After the session, she also addressed few questions 
from the participants. 

 

 

Dr. Radhakrishna during her introduction 



 

 

Dr. Shobhana Radhakrishna during her presentation 



Prof. Ravindra Kumar 

 

 

 

Prof. Ravindra kumar gave a brief overview on Gandhiji’s life, principles and works. According to him, 

Mahatma Gandhi lived a life founded on his ideas. He believed in conducting experiments on himself 

and learning from his own mistakes. Gandhiji believed that, as India is a country of villages and in this 

country small/cottage industries plays a vital role for self sufficiency of the people which in a way has 

been providing livelihood to the people since centuries. So he preferred cottage industries over heavy 

industries instead of directly copying the concept from the western world. Even though Mahatma 

Gandhiji’s ideas were not very appreciated and instead disliked by economists, industrialists, supporters 

Padma Shri awardee, Prof. Ravindra Kumar is 
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Cultural Anthropologist, Gandhian Thinker, and a 

Former Vice-Chancellor of CCS University, Meerut. 
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Secretary-General, World Peace Movement 

Trust; Consultant to the United Nations UP 

Gandhian Studies. He has written more than one 

hundred books and four hundred articles on 

greatest personalities of the Indian sub-continent 

and on various social, political, educational, cultural 

and academic issues. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_scientist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_worker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice-Chancellor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meerut_University


of west sociology and communists but still Gandhiji firmly believed in the philosophy that progress and 

welfare of one’s individual remains in progress and welfare of all. 

 

Prof. Ravindra Kumar during his speech 



Prof. Ram Prasad Dwivedi  

 

 

Prof. Dwivedi discussed about moral and social perspective of Gandhiji’s life. He shared the incident 

where Gandhiji faced a racial discrimination in the first class compartment of a train in South Africa. It 

was then when Gandhiji decided to fight against social discrimination and wrote a book “Hind Swaraj” 

and tried to convey his message that Indian youth should not get into the grip of western civilization in 

the name of modernization. Gandhiji wrote an article on Young India in 1925, in which he described 

seven sins to be avoided by citizens of India for the betterment India. These sins are (i) Knowledge 

without character (ii) Science without humanity (iii) Commerce without morality (iv) Politics without 

Prof. Ram Prasad Dwivedi was the director of 
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and at around 37 national and international 
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principles (v) Worship without sacrifice (vi) Pleasure without consciousness and (vii) Wealth without 

work. 

After the beautiful speech, Prof. Dwivedi took questions from the students and were happy to address 

them all and at the end Prof. Ram Prasad Dwivedi motivated the students  to keep in mind the principles 

and philosophy of Gandhiji and come up with success in life. 

 

Prof. Ram Prasad Dwivedi during his interaction with the students 



Birad Rajaram Yajnik 

 

 

 

Birad Rajaram Yajnik started his conversation with an idea to speak about the story of Mahatma Gandhi 

in the language of today i.e. technology. Mr. Yagnik shared with us their journey that they started their 

journey at Vibrant Gujarat in 2011, where they created first infotainment zone on Mahatma Gandhi. After 

successful response from the people they have also created a digital museum at Hyderabad. Soon after, 

they established a Mandela-Gandhi museum at Johannesburg, South Africa where both of them where 

in prison at the same time. Now they’ve reached five continents with the message of Bapu. After the 
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introduction, Birad Yajnik took us through the journey of their digital museum at Bhubaneshwar which is 

about to get inaugurated and is funded by Aditya Birla Group and Government of Odisha. The whole 

presentation was so insightful and enriching that we just felt that we were almost inside the museum 

watching the things live. Later he took questions from the students and also invited us all to the Museum 

both at Hyderabad and Bhubhaneswar. 

 

Mr. Birad Rajaram Yagnik during the introduction of his speech 



Few snippets from Birad Sir’s presentation-: 

  

  



 

  



  

  



  

 

Dr. Ashwini Kumar Sharma, Chairman,Cultural Board,IIT-G giving the “Vote of Thanks” to the dignataries 



The Invitation Flyer 

 


